PANTHER VALLEY ECUMENICAL CHURCH

Ephiphany
January 17, 2021

Connecting with the Community,
Growing Disciples, and Serving Jesus Christ

Our Worship can be viewed on our website
PantherValleyChurch.org

FRIENDS ~ FAMILY ~ FAITH


https://www.panthervalleychurch.org/media/

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP
Let us seek to simplify this moment, slow down for a time. Let us worship, leaning on prayer,
reflection and sharing with one another.

Be Still and know that | am God.
~Psalm 46:10

Be still and know that | am God.
Be still and know that | am
Be still and know that
Be still and know
Be still
Be

OPENING PRAYER

Dear and Near God, you never leave our side. Open us this day to feeling and knowing your presence
deep in our hearts so that we might show forth love with the same confidence, offering your reign of
right relationship on earth as it is in heaven. We praise you for your close attention, holding our lives
together in care.

Amen.

KID’S MESSAGE Telephone

GOSPEL READING

John 1:35-51

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed
Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They
said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them,
“‘Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You
are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come
and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, ‘|
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!
You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell you, you will
see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

SONG Open My Eyes, That | May See



SCRIPTURE READING
Psalm 139
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down,
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain it.

Where can | go from your spirit?

Or where can | flee from your presence?
If | ascend to heaven, you are there;

if | make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
If | take the wings of the morning

and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me fast.
If | say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,

and the light around me become night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you;

the night is as bright as the day,

for darkness is as light to you.

For it was you who formed my inward parts;
you knit me together in my mother’'s womb.
| praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works;
that | know very well.
My frame was not hidden from you,
when | was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.
In your book were written
all the days that were formed for me,
when none of them as yet existed.
How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them!
| try to count them—they are more than the sand;
| come to the end—I am still with you.

1 Samuel 3:1-20
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread.

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here | am!” and ran



to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went
and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am,
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived
that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you
shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak,
for your servant is listening.” Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, | am about to do something in Israel
that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that |
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For | have told him that | am about to punish
his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did
not restrain them. Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’'s house shall not be
expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid
to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here | am.” Eli said,
“What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then
he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”

As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel
from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.

MESSAGE Speak for Your Servant Is Listening!

Prayers of the People
You are invited to write your prayer concerns on small pieces of paper and place these prayers in a
container [bowl, box, etc]-a symbolic action of placing them in God’s hands, God’s care.

Let us pray for the leaders of this world and this church community...
God of Justice, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who live in conflict around the world...
Prince of Peace, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for all who are experiencing loss of any kind in this pandemic...
Comforting Healer, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who are homeless, hungry and alone...
Emmanuel, God-With-Us, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who are excluded, oppressed, and pushed to the margins...
God of Unity, hear our prayer.
Let us pray for those who live in comfort,
for Christ-like hospitality and generosity...
Transforming Spirit, hear our prayer.

Holy and Living One,
for those we have named and the ones whose names we do not know,
hear our prayer.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Today’s flowers are given by Betty Schultheis in celebration of Allison Schultheis’s Birthday!

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Give thanks for strong yet tender hands
held out in trust and blessing.
Where words fall short let hands speak out;
the heights of love expressing.

BENEDICTION
Now go in the knowledge that God is holding your life even as we hold each other. You are not
alone. You are loved. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Credits:

Today'’s Liturgy is adapted from: Worship Design Studio, Prayer after message is from the United Methodist Hymnal
Be Still, The Work of the People

Open our Eyes, That | May See, CCLI #2828718, Public Domain

Prelude, Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desire, Arr. Ham and Larson

Postlude, O Worship the King

We are grateful for the following people who made this worship service possible:
Diane Van Dogen our Music Director, Pastor Ninabeth Metcalf, Rick Wilson our liturgist.



